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Re'ce3-a'sien: an Ussoiree! Pusr.i-+

$o C**pf*A:r l.lorgen: IET3:ere in ro beok 5.n the ts3ble '.,,rhi.eh 3 &ave l

riad stl *iteno lio bcelq t+ i.ii:$.e'i, 3 h*tss trl.ed 'to stve ffiore pntt€nt
and perstsEenE aRBenES"o** e o o ?here is no boek tn tSre BtbLe t.,o
wlzieh 3 t,+sn mere eagerl-g i.a hosays of deBresstroi'ilhan t?:is,, iirith
a13.5.rs myslie"3,', ali the de*;e$,3s ef i,rnien I i1o not tenderstand.-'?
(Q-rrctec by Sei.Eh)

?i:e booi< cf Eerre],aiioe {s a nvst*fious" enl.geatie book" }io Oae
has e'irer elaimei. Bc 3ta=*-Fe*mpli*e1y-unfrere'tcod it and beec? Eeke'n
sersemsXyo .38 3s a:i:,tlk* ar:3.r" ot?:er" beok ic3 the tstble Ln gte €H-
tsee:si.:ie trse cf strang€ s3rmno),s and,c*?:.gr7iirgr}dly seeneso

BtrB, perhaps parBly F€gg6g of $=ts sBraagenees Chrlsti?n pecpl:eo'
ricprn througir t,l:ese ?C genLurlee siaee 1t ir-as rriLten, have hee'n
in&rig$eed $€'eh t"t p:"+hah1y mere than anSe *63u*r book te 'slae Bnble"

3o iii!:=r $*u.dw At? :

1o If, as as probab3y -i,riie, i're tryl} net be ab3,e B* ecamp?iete3.y uet-
d*rsBend trf , lrhy slg$t;gd 

',,ve 
boBher ta sgqrdy tr& as alL?

- Beeause Bl:ere is mxe-n *f St- irie #B- tetderstend anc app3y to
Chv[sBEas: &twimg ]eere e:zd norr" Tffise, 't,]se -bock pr*m*,beb a
speeia3 bSess9eg t,a !3tcse "rc'i?CI reae and stsar*y lts"" r?BLessed
ts he -i;ha't, reade'*n, and Blaey 'tltaB i:esr tlite ",-'roree taf this
prepheey, aad keep ts}:ese.thi"ngs l.rhteh are itri.tt*n in ttg
For'tlee-[,ime i.s at i:and.ri {Eev" 3:3}

?o Slnee B:sere 5.e so nueh eo3ltreversy abeut $.3s rrtea*9ne, s?:euldn?t
we refrain from sLudyieg 5.b is a group?
- SenEreri*rsi.a} tsaues do e*itr fog" ersre se1f.--rasBretn"s anc? a

sp5.riE of tc&eratis$o*But i.re shor.iXd sloe seey eway from
study$.ng issues jusB .?resgqge theg. erc esln&rov'ers{.h1., 6sB6e3.aL*
Xgr uher:- Godss .ei.d te:Effiffiedo''Beeause tltere 5.e s6 'mubit
dj seuss$.on ef S1'o3.5.es1 . pr'oph.eey these d*ys i"t is Smperative
that eaeh Cltrfls&iax sheul"d !cne"* i.rhaB the llibjle sa?s abotrt
this "tsiBal ioetrXne of eltrisEt's seeond eoming aad a'oout 'Ehe
e€e'rr'is i.;hfeh :.il"l" a*soEipaEy 38" "

-B-Le *&&=ffihes=,,Lhi-e bCIph s&ffgff$,ffi-frere-o8hgE €.esaBEwp.3 :

The beos qf Re-aeLatien is a* exarp1e of ggqg&Eg$!g. literattare"
?ne'a;ord eapoea3rypsses ssrire.B from." u-tte G-u^ffiffiEantng E rerreLao
&ir+nr and &s Eite f$"="s'& tli>rci ,6f &he b*eyk of Ree'e3"atLon $.n t,he Snee*
New ?eeBamenB* ?Pr$s Etspe of litera&Etre Sn tke BS'oLe refers Bo
'1'n3,!$.itgs wit$eh abouasnd ful s3rmbc3,"tsm, look for tize $eeting up of
Godos kgngdoe asd a $eh- Saeb-s'en and-ear/ehn and arere-trea3.ed ti:rougla
.ange3s, and c83ier leeav*xtly hegmEs. _ {T-}tere are sth,efl ir,'ritLngs eal}eC' 

B apoeailyp$i.e? **hieh as.e ftog eoilaa* rred 
- 
1n- AfrJ eanon of ECI}f ' Serip-

ttlre, b'sit *hese "*r3.XB rcofi eog?*Br's! urs* ) il*iaee'' examples of tEe$'s uypc
of literaEure in t'e3e B:.uxe a3=e p$vtsioas +f ui:e bebils ef Isa$"8-izn
Eaek$.*&a DanieS,o j<**1r" and f+eithriah" John seemed Es be influenced

\



?,:!re ?

by [hts type of 3-ltereture rl'heij he cennedr the Re:ieJ-at-.toi.:o ]iow-.
evsr ioltit dicl croE simply sit doi,,m al:d s&9, nlrrn scj-nE t,o t"rrlte
ssrs€ as)oealypEi.r i-S.teraBur€offi For,Ehe r.rost parts io?tn mere.i"3" ss'=.
eoreied rr.rha.fl- he liad eee$ and heard (lt;19)" Eutfl he i'day heve 'li.seei
thie triterary sty'}e ta lcelu iRl5erp:'e'fl 'u,'hat he laad r,r-i.tnesseoi"
NeverBhelesen nt Coes !re3-p us ?a keep *n ::r1*d ehat iits bo6k 1s
lttghlg eyrsboS.S.eo

II3" :iii.ro rsrote it?
i$e belserre Bhat Jelan E}:e a'oOgE,1"e ra;rote $.tn beeeuse:
3.o T!:e book s&ains Joh$.as its sG'chcl;" (L.::t, JL:&, i:9e 3iL:2" ?2:S)"
e. He eXaimed to be the idixn rdh<),,r-rote t,l:.e'*esp6-l- of *]<>hn (t:2)"
3" The ltaaruasie of t?:e bcok, t-*eush r,{ifferent iit s$me restree+"s

(reatnily begause oi i?s unusual subjeefl :natter) a iiis*s illany
. Jo}:enrrt*e exps:egsignsz s!-r*h as si.'-ord of G5r$rx referrS.ng tc

Chrtstn tltrC.sr dEpteted es a Lambr, the expresslens ut}:a& r*-hieh
1s Smteos !?he that" o-rrereemeEh,o?? and ?r'ic EabernaeXe*s T?tese
tiprds ane expressl.ons are als6 eharaeter$.s,L$e ef tlte otlaer
.r"@'i:ann$ne .rri.tinggr b="i'c fihe3r are tnfrequently found lrt oEher
liew ?esEement =*ritLglsso (Smith)

&o Tlte eireunmstane€s cl''-vft'tt5.ng (ti:e.c 5.s, ttle date of wrtti-ng,
ex$.}e ef tlle autlro's" om Fatsmos. the eer:dtt5.ecls in Ehe ehurehes
anei $.n the ilmpire" e'teo) a='e iiot ineensistent utth reha'L we
know aboui th& Life *f John the aposEle"

3u" tfr\s' {i$.d lre ,ulrtte $.t? '

Sod rerea]"ed ii Ee liira *.?::'eii;-gh C!:rist rEo shoe uglge his serr"ants
flh$ngs wli$.sh iiust shore3y m$e t6 pass D a ,,'" (1:L), ?he'oool<
of Rewel"aiion Ls forersesE of a3.L a b,poir of proc?t€eyc 3t trras
-stritterr ln a peraod in ulei.eh '*3ie ffierseeuBec,)
Eo strsn Bi:atn-vri:i3.e e'ri3. rca:,, seern ae triuryp?a for-a-tgrce, i.$ &he
ersd r9$he Klngdoro cf tirls wor1e} d.e beeome flhe k5"nguom oi' our Lard.n
amd of his Cia'*i-st, and iae sltalX'reisn fe r evefaad €?€Fom (11.;15)"

_!" itherz rras [B wr{'b&en?

ProbabLy arsuisrd tite e$s ef t3:* f$.-r:sE e e:rtsuryo abtluB 95 A"D,,) durlzq
t?:e reS.gn of the Eoraaa Empsr+r:' Demi"*aann r+ho eomr*anclei ?zie sttbjeets
to **'crshir: his:r and.f,nsE€,tu"hod trrtelespread p€rseed.'cions upen 'bhese
rrrhc defsed .IcS.s r,rieked deerEes,

-vI. T-e igbem was jlt- r'qtELqtr3

T&ce segen Ehurei:es !.n F"sze,(1:&, eitapters 2 ani 3); {see Fiapr
fi.sure L" ) But t}:e beok ;ras prc'CIeb1y also intended te be ezr;
eulated amons aLB 'uite chu:"ches* Ttrte seve$ ehurehes 'of Asta. m*y
haire been se3"eeted. e,s €ImeE"ches c,eps'esentet5.ve ef a-d.ll" 6}te etrtzre?ees"
The messa{Te of t?ae baok €-s un*.vee"eaL aac! *.T} rrho rear'+ ard stu*y
lt, i.ri&3 pr.of$.E (1:3)"

V {l".Jqon r.i}aqs g,wAs*, ;L&*-weij;,&g&3

Patmos (3.193, a tiny tsLand (eboue 2A so'rr&re miLes) is: the LeEe*sr
Qeen aboqlu 3ffi nrE]"ee- eff che ecssi of 4s'ia ?ilnor (see eapi, figure 1),,
ioitrl rms han{shee 'Liaereo e:rldent}y rrs plv;ttslrmeitt and reetrieticn
Lmpslsed- for ps"eae3:Lng 'oihe :*erd of Go.Siu ai:C ?rt,he Lestirs.ony cf, JesElslf
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l5 11 \(.3:?)" Hts exi-}e rfl&}r have inelu.d*<i i":ard 3-a'nar in q.!.ler,ries" (i';:orr*,f..s)

I
F$gure E

The Seven Churelaes of Asna(e&ovc), ??re- lsXe of paemos
ii.nsee" -Xeft 
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ptieqe are ScEsr rsagn s$.ews ef gnBerpret$.ns the bCIek:t"Mmi:flniitEu;-i#;-;i]'-*F*"F-uilEIIiio*!tasbeen
rfE-Lr3""it&ed +E !&_q past, ln ie3m.rs da3roB"@seeettaebooke},Reve3.aai0nasi9am$.nsp$red
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Lx iii*if-

!:'i 1'e A1

.ferecr:sB of ii:e xhoie of. niman .itis".or}r,,' (t,:t'lrrts)
3., Tlle Id.ealltsa 'faew irqiS.ds tsitat tlte ei?'Lire bsok is ec$eeried 'dLt!?elti:er past CIr pr#p!eet5.e"

prLmartly prop?:etS.e and yee
ehapter ona

ideas e"nd pr'ine3,plesu noE his8ery,
Mlei.i se6s the book ab
ffi frsm the fo*r'eir

the rn*{nn f,'ne-:-'res d} +-he heek?

ft t$ 'Lhe on3.y. predoninentiy prooS:etle.be*k Ln Blie lier,a 1**aarnene,
$e 1r'B shetr3d expes& ts ftnd prophe'&S.e themes. lfsGee Liets te*
subjec&s af propheev xirich ftpd 'cheLr ecnsrrmmatiozr 5.n Qenel,ation:
3.o The Lord iesus C3rriets (Gen, 3:I'5)
P., The C3tlsnctr (l.gate* 36c38i
3" ?he Res.urree&$.*4 and ?ra'i:s3.ar!ion of Selabs {T fhes. &:3-3-}8.

tr Cor" 1515i,,5?)
4o ?he GreaB Tribr:3.atian (-see:t:" 8e:]0,31)
5" Satsa:a and EvlL (Eak" 28:18-3rB)
6o ?!ie 8!34an of Sinm {nek, aS3}*XS}
7o ?he Course an<i End of Apoe'&a&e Chris€endore {Dan- 2s3L*t*5; ijiaE't.

iL3 )' 8o The Eeginning, Course, and. :Ehd cf Llae"'e?T$.mes of the GentiLesrt
_ (Dano *,237:* I'iaue 21:2,t')
9" The Seeond"Coming of Shrf,st (iuCe i&r3.5)

10: 3srae3.ts Coverraa{s (Gen" 1?:}-3}* fS.ie a:r*.ngs proraieed SEraei.

.Ss"*&rEg-ksss&ie
.i. Vernon FlcGee
LeCIm lrlorris

Ce$Bee

0

Heqi Testsa'ment

charlee F" Pfeii"fer a::ri Fiortrard F" IiG$o ,Ehe*rYeLiSEe liSgtegical.
- _- _ 

Gees-qephe.sfl=ESp*j.e*grys.s";ii"L ,,,,-.Iyg_EiS-ie_E@"L{grrt3" e " ?enpys s,tevel:t,ip*, ffif-Ere
EPeus1e$sg**.- o €-*#e " Athk"


