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angels and other heavenly beings m%e e are other writings called
Yapocalyptie? which ars not @Gﬁﬁa‘nﬁﬁ ﬂﬂ the eanon of 7?3? §@:ipo
ture, but thess will not concern us.) wtﬂ er examples Of this type
of literature in the Bible are portions of the bocks of Isalsh,
Ezekisl, Daniel, Josl, and 7Zechariahe. J@hr seemad te be influenced



by this type of litersture when he penned the Hevelation., How-
ever Jehn did not simply 8it down and say, "I'm zoing to write
some apoealypbic literature.¥ For the most paru g@hn merely re-
sorded what he had seen and heard {(1:19). But he may have used
this literary style to hely interpret what he had witnessed,
Nevertheless, it does help us to keep in mind that the book is
highly symbolic, ‘

Lo Yho wrote it?

We believe that Jeohn the apostis wrote it, begause:

1. The book claims Johm as its author {L:l, 134, 1:9, 21:2, 22:8],

2, He eclaimed to be the John who wrote tbe ?@suei of Joha {1:2},

3o lﬁc isnrusece of the book, theursh different in some resvasts
{mainly because of its u:Ls&a subj
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words and expressions are “gsa ﬁﬂafaﬁ?e?%Stis @v t%@ other
Jehannine writings, but they ars RﬂfTéGLeﬁth found in other
New ¢=sxrdeﬂu writings, {Smith)

4. The eircumstances of writing {that is, the date of writing,
exile of the author on Patmos, the conditions in the churches
and in the Empire, etc.) are not inconsistent with what we
know about the life of John the apostle.

iV, Why did he write 1t7

God revesled it te him through Christ "to show un;c his servants

&?“ﬁgs which must shortly come to pass " {1:1}, The book

of Revelation is foremest of gll g b@@k @? grﬁthecvv it was

written in 2 perieod in which the church wa aeéhg persecuted,

to show that, while evil msy seem teo *vLurp% for 2 ¢1ﬁwg in the

end "the “ingd@m of this world is beecome the kingdom of cur Lovd,

and of his Christ, and he shall reisn fo r ever and ever.” {11:35),

Vo

Probaebly zround the end of the first century, szbout 95 A.D., durinag
the reign of the Roman Emporsy Domitian, who commandsd his subjects
Lo worship him and instituted widespread persecutions upen those
who defled his wicked decrees.

Vi. Te whom wss it written?
The seven churches in fAsia {1:4, chapters 2 and 3): (See map,
figure 1.} But the book was pr@%%bly zlse intended to be ecive
gulat;é am@“g all the churches. The seven churches of Asis may
flave been se lected zs churches vepresentstive oFf sll the churches,

The messare of the bosk is universal snd =21) who rasd snd study

it will prefit (1:3).

Vil. From where was it written?
Patmos (1:9}, a tiny island (sbout 22 scuare miles) in the Asgsan
Sea, gbout 30 miles off the ceoast of Asia Finor (ses map, figure 1).
dohn was banished there, evidently as punishment and restriction
imposed for presching "the word of God" and "ths testimeny of Jesus”



b
o
W

P

=
u ]
i
(4]
i
b
%
n
oy
Q
[
[
2,
ety
($/]
<
M
=
3]
ﬁa
fdo
(&)
w3
o
@
[

PERBAMDSE
sTHWATIRA
oSAEDIS .
@ PHILADELPRIA
RYRAS -7
EPRESUS CPLATDCEA

A
1

~_P PATMES

grpreted?

cF
{

n

are four main views of interpreting the book:
Preterist ¥iew maintains that 21l of Revelation has been

2 E the past, in John's day.

e Historigal View sees the book of Revelation as "sn inspired




Fuse &
forecsst of ths 'hole of human history." {verris)
3o The Idealist View hvias that the entire book is coneerned with
ideas a2nd principles, not histery, either past or prephetic,.
4. The Futurist View sees nhe book as primarily am@%he%4@ and yet
iutareg espeglialily ?r@m %@ fourth chapler on. ‘

iXo What are the mag@? themes ai the ho @k¢

It is the only pfodamzneauly sfﬁnﬁet ¢ . beook
so we should expect to find prophetic themes,

subjects of p?cbhecv which find their
1. The Lord uesas Christ {(Gen. 3:15]
2o The Church {(Matt. 16:18)

3. The Resur?ect%@ﬁ and i?aﬁsla ion

I C@r’o 3’5 519523

in the New Testament,

¥etaes lists ten

eonsummation in Revelastion:

éo The Great Tribulation (Dewt, 43:30,31)
5o Satan and Evil fm?ko 2831118 :
e} nhe “I‘faﬁ 04‘ S?ﬁ .xx J&kc -58:1 li} p =} . - N .
7. The Course and End of Apostate Christendom (Dan. 2:31=45; Matt.
13}
" 8o The Beginning, Cours es and End of the "Times of the Gentiles®
{Dan., 2:37: Tuke 213 2¢4 o ]
9. The Second Coming of Christ (Jude 14,15)
10, Israel’s Covenants (Gen, 12:1=3},; five things promised Israzel.
Begks Refsrred te
Jdo Vernon MeGee, Reyelins throush Revelation.
Leon VMorris; The Reve.ation Of ot. Jonn 17yndale New Testament

Commentarizs,).

Charles F. Pfeiffer and Howard F, Ves, The weliffe Historicsl
Gegcgraphy of Bible ILands,

‘ilbur o Smith, R@%&&nﬁi@ﬂ " dyeliffe Bible Commentary.

Iiérril C, Teﬁu}g ave;:t$cd‘ Book of the,” londervan Pietorial
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